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Frag World Attitudes Toward US Reconnaisaance Satellite Frograms

The idea of roconusimsance satellites as a poaceful willtavy activity,
snd as distinguished from wespons-carrying vehicles, 1is intrinsically too
sophisticated to arouse interest in the general public snywvhers. Kone of
“he glemour and human lnterest of manned space f1ight attaches to such
viyaterious tschnological efforts. Under the cirommstances it iz scarcaly
rarprising that public interest in reconnaissance gsatellites of awy kind
1¢ negligible almost everywhers in the free world. As far as we can tell,
ihis indiffersncs is practically absolute in the laess sophisticated areas
of the world—-Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, and Sovtheast Agia.
fiven in Western Burope, Cansda and Japan weager and mostly routine peess
soverage gives little vemson to surmise that the level of interest is mach
yveator,

The existencs of a US requirement Yor effective intelligence on the
Sino-Soviet bloc is gemerally clear to the governments of the prineipal
countries of the free world, as well as to offieial, wilitary and some
other groups in those sountriss. Available svidence indieates that these
. lements pensrally (with a fow exceptions such as in Japan and Canada),
support US efforts to develop sffective reconnaissance satellite systems.
nly in the United Kingdom have isolated newspaper or magasine artieles
Inotably in Flight, Meveh 15, 1962) critical of US satellite reconnaissancs
sfforts boen noted and these have produced no visible lmpact or discussion.

SECRET

frdc bl

State Dept. declassificativnade redease instruetiens Brndol®o150011-5



Approved For Relesst 2001IOSM-RDP66R00638ROWOO15001 1-5

-,
)

-2 -

Yore gonerally speaking, all freo world countries have showm a
dsup Interest in the space raco betwesen the United States and the USSR,
Tn some cases US activities in connection with satellites (but not
apucifically reconnsinsance satollites) have elicited local concern.

In Japan, for exemple, there has been reluctance to cooporate with

FASA on the establishment of US tracking facilities because of suspicion
that reconnaissance activities might be or become Dmwolved. In Zanziber
and Higaria gome groups have argned that the presence of US tracking
stations is inconsistent with a neutrslist posture since the atations
way involve US activitisas of a military naturs.

These scatiored evidences of concern suggest that a concerted Sino-
Soviat bloc campaipgn attribubting sinister and threatening military motives
to US recomnaissance satellite programs might well slieit a favorabls and
syupathetic reaction not only from anti-US elements in many countries,
but also from others concorned over any heightening of international
tension.

US offorts to gain support for the concept of the right of space
recennaissance would probably counteract the Soviet campaign to soms
dograse. It is unlikely that the US could at this time gain widespread
active support for a positive affirmation of the right to conduet space
veconnaissancs, It 1s wmove 1ikely that friendly govarmments and some
neniral governments can be brought to support, or acquiesce in, US
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siforts to avoid having the issue raised in internatfonal forums,
particularly if they can be convineced that Sovwiet efforts to ress
this issue are obstructing progress in the develomment of eooperation
in "peaceful uses” of outer space. However » the effect of 2 major US
offort to gain aceeptanvs of the prineiple of legitimacy of space
raconnaissance should perhaps be further studled. The form such
eflorts take might significantly affect their success.
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